In Christ: A New Creation

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new
has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17, NIV).

A Christian is a person that has become someone that he was not before. A
Christian, in terms of his deepest identity and nature, is a new creation, a saint, a
child of God, a divine work of art, a child of light, a citizen of heaven, not only
positionally (true in the mind of God but not true on earth), not only judicially (a
matter of God’s bookkeeping and accounting), but ACTUALLY. Becoming a
Christian is not just in getting something, it is in becoming something, that is,
someone that he was not before.

Consider our physical conception and birth. Being born isn’t getting something,
No!, being born is becoming someone who was not there before. God says “We
are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:10). Is God’s
workmanship — His masterpiece — simply adding something onto sinful clay?

The truth is, | am now someone else. This new creation in Christ Jesus was so
fundamental to the apostle Paul that he states twice (and infers several more
times) that when he sins, “it is no longer | myself who do it, but it is sin living in
me” (Romans 7:17-20). Though he acknowledges personal responsibility , he
denies that sinning is part of his essential, deepest nature and personhood. We
were all “by nature children of wrath,” but now through Christ Jesus we have the
seed of God within us, and have become the children of God.

Contrary to much popular teaching, regeneration is more than having our sins
taken away, it is becoming someone we had never been before. This new
identity is not on the physical level, but the spirit level — one’s deepest self. “This
miracle is more than a ‘judicial’ act of God. Itis an act so REAL that it is right to
say that a Christian’s essential nature is righteous rather than sinful” [Birthright,
David C. Needham, p.61].

Even though all this is true — even though God describes us as sons of God we
are still for a while inseparably linked to unredeemed flesh. Our bodies are
mortal. Not just the bones and muscles, glands and senses, but mind and
emotions as well. Paul says in Romans 7:23, ‘I see ... a law of sin which is in
my members.’

The Christian still has full responsibility for his actions. He must yield his
members “as slaves to righteousness” (Romans 6:19), depending upon the Holy

Spirit (Gal. 5:16-17). Remember, to become a Christian is to become part of the
kingdom of God. And it was the “kingdom of God” that Christians preached
throughout the entire book of Acts (Acts 8:12; 19:8; 20:25; 28:23,31). How can
one assume he is entering the kingdom of God and at the same time reject the
Kings — authority and rule? Sin is not simply what we do or don’t do, sin relates
to our independence from the King.

God’s purpose for humans is not simply that they do right things, his purpose is
that they become actual extensions of His life through a dependent relationship
on Him (Galatians 2:20). This, above all else, is new creation righteousness. A
life that expresses itself in righteous deeds (Eph. 2:10), but the foundation for

those deeds is dependence upon Him (John 15:5; Gal.5:22-23).



